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First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1200 4th Avenue 

Worthington, MN 56187 
(507) 376-6148 

Fax: (507) 376-6149 
Email: felcwgtn@gmail.com 

Website: felcwgtn.org 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN 

God has called us, the baptized 
members of First Evangelical  

Lutheran Church, Worthington, 
Minnesota, to proclaim the Gospel 
and make disciples of all people. 

 

Living out our Mission 

In obedience, we commit ourselves 
to the Lord’s ministry rooted in a 
fertile agricultural prairie of God’s 
creation.  Relying on the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, and through Word 
and Sacraments, we will grow  
toward wholeness through worship, 
learning, service, witness, support, 
and fellowship.     
   Adopted 5-31-87 

October 
2022 

Evangel 
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Pastor Jeanette’s article 
Dear First Lutheran, 
 
 As many of you know, our National Assembly for the ELCA met in August in Columbus, Ohio under 
the theme “Embody the Word.” The assembly worshiped together and conducted a variety of business tasks 
for the national church body. I was not at this assembly but am very grateful to several of my Shetek          
Conference colleagues who served as representatives. As with all legislative bodies, the participation of voting 
members is essential for the well-being and oversight of the national church and these individuals spent many 
long days making important decisions. 
 In a Zoom call with delegates, several noted that the most powerful portion of the assembly was when 
Bishop Eaton delivered an apology on behalf of the denomination to members of the Iglesia Lutheran Santa 
Maria Peregrina. Previously, in response to allegations of misconduct by their pastor, this congregation        
endured many culturally insensitive actions and significant turmoil. Presiding Bishop Eaton comprised a     
listening team of various religious leaders that explored the situation. In the spring, they released the 
“Listening Team Report Regarding Actions of the Sierra Pacific Synod.” The investigative process resulted in 
the resignation of Bishop Megan Rohrer, the former bishop of the Sierra Pacific synod and the first 
transgender bishop in the ELCA. 
 A new Vice President, Imram Siddiqui, was elected for the national ELCA. Siddiqui is from the  
Southeastern Synod of the ELCA. He is he first Asian American to hold the position, which is the highest   
possible position for a lay person to hold. Siddiqui grew up Muslim and joined the ELCA in 2011. 
 Below are some other highlights from the assembly as noted in “2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
Summary of Actions:” 
 
Directed the ELCA Church Council to establish a Commission for a Renewed Lutheran Church to reconsider 
the statements of purpose for each expression of this church, the principles of organizational structure and our 
shared commitment to dismantle racism, with findings to be reported to the 2025 Churchwide Assembly in 
preparation for a possible reconstituting convention. Directed an external audit of the governing documents of 
the ELCA to consider diversity, equity, inclusion and accessibility, with findings resulting in recommended 
changes to the governing documents.  

• Authorized revisions to the social statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust; approved exploration of      
reconsideration of the four stated positions of "bound conscience."  
• Encouraged members, congregations and synods of this church to educate themselves about Indigenous   
peoples, calling on the churchwide organization to work with synods and Indigenous partners to identify 
sources of funding for ministries for Indigenous peoples and encouraging restorative justice that could include 
the return of land to the appropriate Native nations.  
• Referred a proposed study of pay gaps for rostered ministers to the Church Council.  
• Mandated a review process of the roster manual and policies related to specialized ministries, on leave from 
call status, and protocols for removal from the rosters; encouraged bishops and synod councils to use sparingly 
the process of removal from the roster for nondisciplinary reasons.  
• Approved the budget proposal for the triennium, including a spending authorization of $68,814,000 for 2023 
for the current fund, along with a spending authorization of $22,869,000 for ELCA World Hunger.  
• Affirmed limits on the use of nondisclosure agreements by the churchwide organization; urged synods,    
congregations and other ministries to apply the same limits.  
• Reaffirmed the commitment of this church to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, directing the 
churchwide organization to set a goal of a 50% reduction of net greenhouse gas pollution by 2030, with a  
long-range goal of achieving net-zero emissions by 2050.  
• Called for a review of the nomination and elections processes used by synods and the churchwide               
organization.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Pastor Jeanette’s article 
 

• Responded to memorials on diversity; nuclear weapons; voting rights and Washington, D.C.,    
statehood; strategies for fortifying urban ministries; a Black migrant strategy; the right to boycott; 
gun violence; LGBTQIA+ welcome; substance abuse; Roe v. Wade; remembrance of Armenian,   
Assyrian and Greek genocide; parental and medical family leave; a process for pre-identification of 
nominees for the Office of the Presiding Bishop; revisions to the mission development process;    
consideration of communion practices related to remote worship; affirmation of the task force created 
by the Church Council to review the discipline process; and a social message on child abuse and  
protection.  
• Approved or ratified amendments to the Constitutions, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the 
ELCA, most of which were related to general clarifications and updates; inclusive language;          
synod-authorized ministry; designation of advisory members by the Church Council; boards of the 
separately incorporated ministries; and election procedures for officers and the Churchwide           
Assembly.  
• Elected members of the Church Council, Committee on Appeals, Committee on Discipline,     
Nominating Committee and boards of the separately incorporated ministries. 

If anyone has specific questions about the 2022 Churchwide Assembly, please let me know and I will 
reach out to those who will know the answer. 

Gratefully, 

Rev. Jeanette McCormick 

 
 

Buchbinder, Candice Hill.  “2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly elects new vice president.”  https://www.elca.org/News-and-
Events/8168 also Slabaugh, Catherine.  “2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly Recap.”  www.spselca.net. 

Buchbinder, Candice Hill.  Public Relations Manager.  “2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly summary of actions.”  
https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8172 



Lessons and Themes for the Sundays in 
October, 2022: 
10/2/22:  17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 
 Psalm 37:1-9 
 2 Timothy 1:1-14 
 Luke 17:5-10 
10/9/22: 18th Sunday after Pentecost  
 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
 Psalm 111 
 2 Timothy 2:8-15 
 Luke 17:11-19 
10/16/22: 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Genesis 32:22-31 
 Psalm 121 
 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
 Luke 18:1-8 
10/23/22: 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
 Psalm 84:1-7 
 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
 Luke 18:9-14 
10/30/22: Reformation Sunday 
 Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 Psalm 46 
 Romans 3:19-28 
 John 8:31-36 
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Praise the Lord 
The following is the financial report for 
First Lutheran as of August, 2022: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 7/31/22: ($3,659.58) 
 Inc., August $36,091.14 
 Exp., August  $25,091.14 
 Bal. 8/31/22: $7,263.01 
Building Fund: 
 Bal. 7/31/22:  $16,724.23 
 Inc.,  August $346.00 
 Exp., August $0.00 
 Bal. 8/31/22:  $17,070.23 

Card Ministry 
meets the second 
Wednesday of each 
month at 6:30 pm. 
Come join the fun. 
No experience     
necessary! Check 
out our display in 

Centennial Hall to purchase a card for $1. 
Funds will be designated to different groups 
as needed. 

REMINDER: On    
Sunday, 

October 30, 
remember 

to wear red. 

On Sunday,           
November 6, we will 
be remembering all 
the members that 

have passed this last 
year. A candle will be 

lit in memory of   
others that have 

passed during the year. 



Page 5 Servants 
If for any reason you are unable to serve at the time indicated, please trade with someone else 
on the list or find a replacement and contact the church office so that the names can be listed 
correctly in the church bulletin.  This is a temporary schedule for the month so it may change.  
Thank you. 

 

Assisting Minister  & Lector (Contact 
Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 
10/2 9:30 Erin Makela 

10/9  9:30 Paula Laffrenzen 

10/16 9:30 Ryan McGaughey 

10/23  9:30 Cindy Russell 

10/30  9:30 Sandy Poppema 

Computer Assistant (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
10/2 9:30 Pam Fleming 

10/9  9:30 Kathy Summers 

10/16 9:30 Glenda Lais 

10/23  9:30 Ryan McGaughey 

10/30  9:30 Terry Morrison 

Sound (Contact Person: Church  
Office, 376-6148) 
10/2 9:30 Kevin Fleming 

10/9 9:30 Pat Demuth 

10/16 9:30 Doug Frisch 

10/23 9:30 Kevin Fleming 

10/30 9:30 Pat Demuth 

Van Driver:  (Van will be picking up members 
for the Sunday service only) 
10/2  9:30 Midg White (360-3215) 

10/9 9:30 Daren Bauman (360-9275) 

10/16 9:30 Larry Woodbury (360-2689) 

10/23 9:30 Matt Russell (360-5835) 

10/30 9:30 Leroy Merkel (360-6730) 

Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 

10/2  9:30 Robert & Bonnie Bents & Josh & Ashley Hein Family 

10/9 9:30 Doug & Julie Christensen & Diana White 

10/16 9:30 Sandy Poppema, John Kramer & Ed Philipp 

10/23 9:30 Daren & Julie Bauman &  Larry & Norma Woodbury 

10/30 9:30 Fern Burmeister & Eric, Kylee, & Trey Milbrath  

Greeters (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148)  
10/2 9:30 Doug & Julie Christensen 

10/9  9:30 Fern Burmeister & Eric, Kylee & Trey Milbrath 

10/16 9:30 Leroy & Rosie Merkel 

10/23 9:30 Diana White & Diane Sletten 

10/30 9:30 Lonnie & Nancy Myrom 

Facebook Live (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
10/2 9:30 Becca McGaughey 

10/9  9:30 Terry Morrison 

10/16 9:30 Erin Makela 

10/23 9:30 Debbie Koob 

10/30 9:30 Carrie Adams 

Acolytes (Contact Person: Church Office, 
376-6148) 
10/2 9:30 Ayden Schaffer 

10/9  9:30 Ashlyn Schaffer  

10/16 9:30 Katelyn Frodermann 

10/23  9:30 Zachary McGaughey 

10/30  9:30 Kylee Milbrath 

ATTENTION: There are tables in Centennial Hall for you to sign up to help in different ministries of the 
worship service. If you are interested in assisting with being coffee     servers, greeters, computer assistant, 
assisting minister/lector, sound, Facebook Live, van driver or ushering, please sign up on the sheets on the  
tables in Centennial Hall as to which ministries you are able to assist with. If you are currently serving, 
please sign up again so we know that you are still interested in serving. Thank You! 
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October  

Birthdays 

 

          1    Chandler Kempema 
          3    Trey Milbrath 
          4    Pat Demuth 
          4    Valerie Veen 
          6     Miles Hein 
          7    Janet Zierke 
          8    Sean Feller 
          8    Bev Frisch 
          9    Gina Huber 
          9    Jay Larson 
         10    Alison Nixon 
         12    Emersyn Nixon 
         12    JoAnn Kruse 
         13    Nicholas Schroeder 
         13    Bode Scripture 
         14    Ryan McGaughey 
         16    Dan Anderson 

         16   Carla Buchman 
         16   Ardys Jacobson 
         18   Robin Dolliver 
         19   Evelyn Murray 
         20   Sandra Marsh 
         22   Darcy Poppema 
         23   James Kraft 
         23   Tiffany Neugebauer 
         23   Lisa Waldner 
         25   Emery Korver 
         26   Mary Ingenthron 
         27   Dana White-  
                Swanson 
         28   Hailey Schroeder 
         30   Genna Scripture 
         31   Lynette Demuth 

“Parable of the Vineyard Workers” 
“Are you jealous? 

 
The idle workers in this parable aren’t loafers. They’re laborers who need a job. The fact that they’re still 
waiting at 5:00 pm shows how badly they need work. 
 
In Jesus’ time, if a man didn’t find work today, his family often didn’t eat tomorrow. A man who found 
work early in the morning rejoiced all day and so did his family. 
 
Had the early workers not learned the employer paid the latecomers  a full wage, they would have gone 
home joyful. As it was, they went home angry. 
 
The latecomers stand for repent sinners. The early workers stand for those Pharisees who resented sinners 
entering the kingdom late and getting the same reward they did. 
 
Do we ever find ourselves resenting the good fortune of others? 
 
Lord, help us rejoice when our brothers or sisters are blessed. We are all the Father’s children. 

Illustrated Daily Homilies by Mark Lick, SJ   
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First Lutheran Benefits from your 
Grocery Purchases. When you buy 
groceries at Fareway, with the Fareway 
Gift Card, First Lutheran receives 5% 
from the sale of the gift card. Get 
yours today! The cards are available in 

the church office. We have $25, $50 or $100 gift cards to sell. 
You pay the full price for the card and the church receives 5%. 
As of  August 31, 2022, a total of $5,843.74 has been put into 
the general fund.  

First Lutheran Benefits from your Grocery Purchases. 
When you buy groceries at Hy-Vee, 
with the Hy-Vee Gift Card, First  
Lutheran receives 5% from the sale 
of the gift card. Get yours today! 
The cards are available in the church 
office. We have $25, $50 or $100 

gift cards to sell. You pay the full price for the card and the 
church receives 5%. The card can also be used when you 
purchase gas. As of August 31, 2022, a total of $54,861.50 
has been put into the general fund. 

Radio Broadcast: You can sponsor the broadcast in 
memory or in honor of a family  member or an event in 
your life. The cost to sponsor a broadcast is $75.00. Please 
sign up on the sheet in Centennial Hall. Thank you.  

Gift Cards will be     
available on communion 

Sunday mornings in    
Centennial Hall and in the 

office during the week.  

Serving ice cream was a huge success this summer! Using a Thrivent Action 
Card we purchased ice cream, toppings, bowls and spoons. Every Wednesday 
night after church from June 15 – August 17 we served families in our         
neighborhood. Approximately 460 people joined us on those 10 nights. Thank 
you to everyone who helped out with this fun project. We look forward to      
continuing this ministry again next summer. 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service  
& Pie Fest 

Wednesday, November 23, 2022 
7:00 pm—First Lutheran Church 

We will be hosting this service this year. We are in need of  
people to bring pies and to serve them after the service that 
evening. Please let Natalie know if you would be able to serve 
the pie and/or bring a pie to share. Thank you! 
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Operation Christmas Child 
Operation Christmas Child delivers great joy and hope to children in need around the 
world through gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News of God's love. Shoe boxes are 
packed with gifts of small toys, school supplies, hygiene items and more! 
 
For 2022 the Evangelism committee has set a goal for us at First Lutheran to fill and 
send 50 shoe boxes. 

 
· Boy, 2-4 years old 

· Boy, 5-9 years old 

· Boy, 10-14 years old 

· Girl, 2-4 years old 

· Girl, 5-9 years old 
· Girl, 10-14 years old 
 
We will be collecting things for our packing party in November for the next few months. There is a list of 
items needed below and also suggestions for some fun items to fill the boxes. All items should be new and can 
be dropped off in the marked donation box. If you wish, you can donate money and I will shop in bulk (This is 
the best way to get the most bang for the buck). It takes about $20 to fill a box and another $10 to get them out 
to the kids so our monetary goal is $1500. Monetary donations can be dropped off with Natalie in the office. 
 
Everything will need to fit into a shoebox so please keep that in mind when you’re shopping.  
 
Hygiene items needed: 45 bars of soap, 25 washcloths, 35 combs, and 10 solid deodorant 
 
Clothing/personal items: Socks, underwear,  T-shirts, flip flops, reusable cups, water bottles, bowls, containers 
 
School/Craft/Activity items needed: pencil pouches, glue sticks, watercolor paint sets, stickers, coloring books, 
note pads, rulers, scissors, solar calculators, construction paper, flat 5x7 size canvas boards, playdoh and plastic 
cookie cutters, block builders, playing cards, puzzles, chalk and chalkboard. 
 
Toys and Wow item ideas to fill up the boxes:  Miscellaneous small toys,  plastic animals/dinosaurs, cars, 
boats, dolls, slinky, finger puppets, small stuffed toys, tennis balls, foam balls, bouncy balls, kick or soccer 
balls and air pumps.  Marbles, Jacks, hacky sack, yo-yo, small frisbee, dress-ups, purses, back packs, foldable 
bags, fishing kit, sewing kit, work gloves, magnets, binoculars, tool set, jewelry kit, sunglasses. watch,       
bracelets and flashlights with extra batteries.   
 
If you have any questions, contact Darcy Poppema at 507-360-4550. 



  

Youth News 

“Encounter” will begin meeting on  
Sunday, October 2 at Hy-Vee from 
6:30—8:00 pm. Middle School and High 
School youth are encouraged to attend 
and to bring your friends. 

Bible distribution for 3rd & 7th Graders will be held on Sunday, October 2 at 
our 9:30 am worship service. A post card has gone out to the families with 
youth in these grades. If you are unable to attend the worship service, please 
stop by the church and pick up your Bible. Thank you! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School       
Christmas Program will 

be held on Sunday,        
December 11. Watch for 

more information to come. 



 

14 Keeley Island Drive 
Slayton, MN 56172                   

507-763-3567 
camp@shetek.org 
www.shetek.org 

October 2022 

Continue the fun by checking out our fall 
retreats! 

 
 

 

Shetek Lutheran Ministries Where Christ Renews and Empowers 

Help send kids to Camp…Become a 
Pelican Club or Timber Society     
member today.  Pelican Club      

members support the ministry with a 
gift of $100 - $499 a year and Timber 
Society members give $500 or more a 

year.  Thanks for your support! 
  

Mark your Calendar 
 
October 21-22 Octoberfest 
 
October 24-27 Quilt and Craft  
Retreat  
 
November 4-5 Confirmation  
Retreat 
 
Coming soon – Watch for details – 
75th Anniversary celebration and 
Lodge Dedication 
 
Register at shetek.org or call 507-
763-3567 for more information 

 
“Be still and know that I am 

God”. Psalm 46:10 

Our “Building on the 
Foundation” capital cam-
paign is restarting after a 
pandemic pause. So far, 

we’ve raised over 
$1,388,000 in 

gifts/pledges towards our 
$1,500,000 goal!  More 

info on our website. 
https://shetek.org/slm-

master-plan/ 


